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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Kathleen Ramsay

Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 10:29 AM

To: 'Christine.Hallquist@vermont.gov'

Cc: Steve Huffaker; Magna Dodge; 'Ross Conrad'

Subject: Maple Broadband

Hi Christine, 
 
I hope this note finds you well. 
 
Representatives of Maple Broadband met with the Middlebury Selectboard last night to request an 
allocation from the Town’s ARPA funds for the advance order of fiber optic cable and electronics, so 
that they can move to construction next year. 
 
Given the long lead times (six months up to a year), Maple Broadband would like to place orders for 
$2.7M in cable (enough for two years) and electronics (enough for one year) now. 
 
As the Town of Middlebury is just starting to think about how to allocate our ARPA funds, although the 
seeming consensus is that we will support the effort at some level, we had a couple of ideas which 
would allow us to support Maple Broadband’s request, while giving us the time we need to consider 
allocating the funds: 
 

- Would reimbursement of  a grant anticipation loan of some portion of the pre-order amount 
from the Town of Middlebury to Maple Broadband be eligible for reimbursement from a 
construction grant from the Vermont Community Broadband Board? And/or 

- Would the Vermont Community Broadband Board consider a combined group purchase of cable 
and electronic equipment on behalf of all of the CUDs to secure volume pricing and the 
necessary equipment in an ultra-competitive market?  In this scenario, the CUDs could provide 
cable and equipment lists to the Vermont Community Broadband Board and VCBB would solicit, 
identify and pay vendors directly. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of my inquiry.  Please let me know if I should direct this e-mail to 
someone else on your team. 
 
Thanks, 
Kathleen 

 
 
 
 
 

Kathleen Swinington Ramsay 
Town Manager 
Town of Middlebury 
77 Main Street 
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Middlebury, VT  05753 
kramsay@townofmiddlebury.org 
802-388-8100 ext. 201 
802-458-8000 (direct) 
802-989-4704 (mobile) 
 


